KNOWLTON TOWNSHIP
COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION 2023-74

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE ADDITION OF THE STONY BROOK, PAULINS
KILL, YARDS CREEK, DELAWANNA CREEK, THE UNNAMED TRIBUTARY
ALONG THE HISTORIC RAMSAYSBURG HOMESTEAD, ANY OTHER ELIGIBLE
TRIBUTARIES, AND KNOWLTON TOWNSHIP’S DELAWARE RIVER SEGMENT
TO THE LOWER DELAWARE NATIONAL WILD AND SCENIC RIVER

WHEREAS, the following objectives listed in Knowlton Township’s 2020 Master Plan
demonstrate an understanding of the inextricable connection between healthy water, healthy
people, food, pets, agriculture, wildlife, the quality of Knowlton’s rural character and ultimately
the quality of all life, as well as Knowlton’s commitment to maintaining and enhancing its water
resources:

Preserve open space and farmland and to protect flood plains

Retain Knowlton’s rural features

Retain the Township’s woodland features

Retain water quality and quantity

Minimize development impact upon wildlife

Encourage the preservation and enhancement of wildlife habitat

Preserve open space consistent with the Township’s rural character

Provide and maintain contiguous open space

Retain water quality and quantity through conservation measures and responsible planning

Protect areas within floodplains, especially along the Delaware River, from new development

that will adversely affect water guality and preserve the capacity of these areas to absorb

additional run-off during periods of flood hazard

» Preserve, protect and enhance the quality of all rivers in the Township, and especially the
Delaware River, and its tributaries, as well as lakes, ponds and streams and their borders,
and to preserve wildlife, rare species and natural communities

* Minimize the negative impact of environmentally harmful activities on all water bodies,
especially the Delaware River, including activities which detract from passive recreational
uses

e Encourage and promote appropriate development within the Township’s hamlets and
villages that minimizes impacts on river and bodies of water, especially the Delaware River
and its tributaries

o Protect the lands along the Township rivers, and especially the Delaware River and its

tributaries, by preserving stream buffers, steep slopes, wetlands, flood plains, areas of

natural vegetation and woodlands that form part of the river corridors



WHEREAS, Knowiton Township's entire western boundary is the Delaware River, with
tributaries that flow through the township which include the Stonybrock, Paulins Kill, the
Delawanna Creek; and an unnamed creek along Knowton Road which enters the Delaware River
at the Historic Ramsaysburg Homestead, and

WHEREAS, in addition to Knowing Township lands being part of the Delaware River
Watershed, NiDEP has identified three additional unique watersheds within the township: the
Paulins Kill Watershed, Stony Brook Watershed and Delawanna Creek Watersheds, and

WHEREAS, the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System was created by Congress in 1968
to preserve certain rivers with outstanding natural, cultural, and recreational values in a free-
flowing condition for the enjoyment of present and future generations, and rivers may be
designated by Congress or, if certain requirements are met, the Secretary of the Interior, and
each river is administered by either a federal or state agency, and each river is administered by
either a federal or state agency, and

WHEREAS, congress has specified that some designations are not just a Wild and Scenic
River, but a Partnership Wild and Scenic River (PWSR), meaning that the river is managed
collaboratively by the National Park System and a local entity, whereby PWSRs communities
protect and enhance their river and its resources through developing and implementing a
management plan tailored to the communities and the rivers’ needs and specifies:

e No federal ownership or management of lands (and federal ownership is not authorized in
legislation or recommended in the management plan)

* Administration of the designation and implementation of the management plan is
accomplished through a broadly participatory “council” or “committee” organized and
convened for each river specifically for this purpose.

» land use continues to be governed by local communities and states through existing laws,
regulations, and authorities. The plan is written and implemented through a broadly
participatory process involving guidance from locally based representatives. The plan is
locally developed with NPS assistance and is locally approved prior to federal designation
(as a part of the feasibility study). The plan, locally approved and endorsed by relevant
state and federal authorities, forms the basis of the designation, and guides subsequent
management,

e The costs and responsibilities associated with managing and protecting river resources are
shared among all of the partners—Ilocal, state, federal, and nongovernmental. Landowner
participation and volunteerism is an essential element of the partnership and viewed as
the backbone of success. !

WHEREAS, on November 1, 2000, the 106" Congress Passed Public Law 106—418 — The
Lower Delaware Wild and Scenic Rivers Act designating 25 scenic miles and 42 recreational miles
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of the Delaware River under the Wilds and Scenic Rivers Act, as a “Partnership” Wild and Scenic
River which included the local community created Lower Delaware River Mzanagement Plan, and

WHEREAS, prior to 2022 the Township of Knowlton was hesitant to become a Lower Delaware
Wild and Scenic River Municipality, due to private landowner concerns, that such may result in
infringement on private property rights, whereby public access to the Delaware River might be
required or it might enable the federal government to supersede other local land use laws, or
other unforeseen infringements, and

WHEREAS, partially because the Township of Knowlton had not supported designation in
2000, the township’s segment of the Delaware River and Paulins Kill up to Brugler Bridge that was
included in the original Lower Delaware Wilds and Scenic Study was disqualified from full
designation, however it remained eligible for full designation should local municipalities through
which they flow support at a later date, and such a congressional representative request is made
through a later tributary or segment qualifying study, and

WHEREAS, having been provided new information, as stated above, related to how the
“Partnership” Wild and Scenic Designation model was created specifically to mitigate such private
landowner concerns, and with no know infringement materializing since the Lower Delaware Wild
and Scenic River designation over 20 years ago, Resolution 2022-32 Supporting Knowlton as a

Lower Delaware Wild & Scenic Municipality was passed in March 2022 agreeing to support the
' principles of the Memerandum of Understanding, necessary to designate the Lower Delaware
River and selected tributaries as a component of the naticnal wild and scenic rivers system:

1. Agrees to cooperatively implement the Lower Delaware River Management Plan to
conserve the special natural resources of the area and enhance the cultural, recreational,
and economic opportunities of the watershed.

2. Agrees to appoint one representative to participate on the Lower Delaware River
Management Council.,

3. May at our discretion contribute staff, in-kind, or financial assistance to the Management
Council.

4. Agrees to take into consideration the objectives and recommendations of the Plan in land
use or water use decision-making which could impact the health and conservation of the
rescurces of the Lower Delaware River and its tributaries.

5. Agrees to work together through the Management Council to address funding and
regulatory issues related to implementaticn of the national wild and scenic river
designation and the Plan.

6. Agrees to enforce all applicable land use, water use, or zoning regulations in such a
manner to ensure that the Lower Delaware River and its tributzries are protected and
that actions are consistent with the goals, objectives, and recommendations of the Plan.



7. Agrees to work with Management Councit as appropriate to identify and address issues

related to the management of the Lower Delaware River and its tributaries as a national
wild and scenic river, as detailed in the Plan.

Agrees to control land and waters under their jurisdiction within the Lower Delaware
River in a manner consistent with the goals, objectives, and recommendations within the
Pian.

Agrees that the Management Council can write letters of support and take other actions
to help members receive grants for projects that will further the goals and objectives of
the Plan, and

WHEREAS, to further enhance and protect the Qutstanding Remarkable Values of the Lower
Delaware Wild and Scenic River, in partnership with the National Park Service, and the Delaware
River Greenway Partnership, the Management Council has created, a Study Committee
evaluating all non-designated river segments and the tributaries to the Lower Delaware Wild and
Scenic River to identify those eligible and suitable to be included in its existing designation which
include those listed above, and

WHEREAS, the following partial list of potential Qutstanding Remarkable Values have

been identified associated with these tributaries, for the National Park Service to vet; some with
existing protections and located in protected areas for which Wild and Scenic Designation would
help be further protected and enhanced:

Stonybrook: Unique geologic features, wild segments that are only accessible by road,
some located in and protected by New Jersey Fish and Wildlife Worthington State Forest
Paulins Kill: Supported by the Foodshed Alliance Paulins Kill Watershed Community
Program, National Register-listed Historic Brugler Bridge, culturally, historically, and
recreationally significant Paulins Kill Valley Trait (PVT) for walking, hiking, jogging, cross
country skiing, mountain biking and horseback riding. Owned, by the State of New Jersey
with the Pgulins Kill Valley Trail Management Plan managed and maintained by Kittatinny
Valley State Park. The 27-mife trail starts at Brugler Road and travels north along the west
side of the entire portion of the Paulins Xill River. National Register Eligible Delaware,
Western and lackawanna Paulins Kill Viaduct, also the location of a the former depot
from when the PVT was once part of the NY, Susquehanna, and Western Railroad. The
Paulinskill Valley Trail Committee is the official Friend’s Group supporting the trail and
organizing activities. The river is recreationally significant for trout fishing and kayaking.
Known habitat for Endangered Bobcat and other threatened and endangered plants and
animals

Yards Creek: Known habitat for endangered Bobcat and other threatened and endangered
plants and animals

Delawanna: TBD

Unnamed Knowlton Road Tributary: Flows through along National Register-listed Historic
Village of Delaware and the Ramsaysburg Historic Homestead, and




WHEREAS, during the study process or upon its completion, local communities along the
eligible segments and tributaries shall be invited to participate in updating the existing
Management Plan and become members of the Management Council.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Township of Knowlton supparts adding the Stony
Brook, Paulins Kill, Yards Creek, Delawanna Creek, and the unnamed tributary running along
Knowlton Road and along the Historic Ramsaysburg Homestead, other eligible tributaries, and
Knowlton Township’s Delaware River segment to the Lower Delaware National Wild and Scenic
River, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Township of Knowlton reaffirms its commitment to, and
support of, the principles of the Lower Delaware Wild and Scenic Management Plan and
Memorandum of Understanding.

Date: September 11, 2023

Motion: Cuntala

Second: Van Horn

AlF: Bates-yes, Cuntala-yes, Mazza-yes, Shipps-absent, Van Horn-yes

CERTIFICATION: lt is hereby certified that this is a true and accurate copy of a Resolution adopted by the
Township Committee of the Township of Knowlton, Warren County, NJ at a Township Meeting held on
September 11, 2023

Kailene Molion, Aéting Municipal Clerk




