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Why Are We Here?

m Introduce The Paulins Kill
PARTNERSHIP Wild &

Scenic River Project

m Explain the process to
include the Paulins Kill,
and her Tributaties, in the

National Wild & Scenic
River System

B Answer questions and
invite you to support the
project




What is the National Wild &
Scenic Rivers (WSR) System?

1930s - 1960s Government movement for drinking watet,

hydroelectric & flood mitigation = Dam It, Dam It, Dam It
Hoover, Glen Canyon, Tocks Island - NOT!

1968 Lyndon B. Johnson
signs the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act -

Creating the National

WSR System

What does the 1968 Wild and Scenic River Act do?

It protects certain selected rivers that possess outstandingly remarkable

1960s Response movement
to STOP damming precious
pristine rivers ....

scenic, recreational geologic, fish and wildlife, historic, cultural, or
other similar values (ORVs) in their free-flowing condition,

for the benefit and enjoyment of present and future generations.



How is a Partnership WSR
different than a Traditional WSR?

. Partnership Wild and Traditional Wild
Th€ PARTNERSHIP Wlld & Scenic Rivers and Scenic Rivers
Scenic River (PWSR) Program was
created so rivers along mostly Administered by BLM
. Administered by NPS NPS, USFS, (and/or)
privately owned lands can benetit. : . USFWS
E S v ree-Flowing
. . Mostly within non- Mosthvwithi
y within
v' NO - eminent domain! federal lands Has ORVs federal lands
> . Managed by Designated by
v Loca-l community support 1s Local Gouncil Congress or Secretary ~ Managed by lead
requlred of the Interior federal agency(s)

V' Private property rights remain the No federal land Reliance on federal
same acquisition land acquisition

V' Local & state zoning and water
management codes and ordinances
remain the same

NJ’s Partnerships WSRs

1992 - Great Egg Harbor
V' Local communities are represented 1993 - Maurice River

on a Management Council by their 2000 - Lower Delaware River

municipality, organizations, county, 2006 - Musconetcong River

ctc. TBD - Paulins Kill



Requirements & Process For
Wild & Scenic River Designation

We are here

Agency provides
findings to
Congress

Discussions with Wild and Scenic Agency conducts

Congress passes River is

lead agency Study Requested study designation law designated

Eligibility

V' Free Flowing: Must be free flowing, not just at the time of designation but with the
stipulation that no further impediments will be made.

v/ Outstandingly Remarkable Values (ORVs): One of the goals of designation and
management is to protect river values specific to that watershed. which is a river-related value
that is rare, unique, or an exemplary feature at a regional or national scale. ORVs may include
scenic, recreational, geologic, fish and wildlife, historic, cultural, or other similar values.

Suitability
v/ Should the river’s values (free-flow, water quality, and ORVs) be protected or are thetre
other conflicting river uses?
v/ Will the river’s values be protected through designation? Is it the best method for

protecting the river corridor?
v Is there a demonstrated commitment to protect the river by any non-federal entities that

may be partially responsible for implementing protective management?



Proven Benefits of WSR Demgnatlon

® ILocal Management Council:
o Develops the Management Plan to protect and enhances free-flow,
water quality, and ORVs
o Makes ALL Management Plan decisions
O  Manages the budget focused on the goals of Management Plan
e NPS:
Guidance to follow the WSR Act requirements
Annual funding for the Management Council Budget

Access to vast array of technical assistance

O O O O

Review of federal projects to minimize potential impact to free-
flow, water quality, and ORV

e National recognition and prestige often leading to a local
economic lift

® Proven ability to be more competitive for grant applications

Access to additional external grant opportunities

i m Connecting Farms, Fd
and the Environmd



How We Got Here

j .
WILD & SCENj

RIVER Eligibility and Suitability

Knowlton, Blairstown & Hardwick’s Paulins Kill
main stem segments were studied... and its "

tributaries including:
O Yards Creek
o Jacksonburg Creek
o Stony Brook
o Blair Creek
O Susquehanna Lake & Creek
0 White Lake & Creek

Required Local Municipal Support:

v Knowlton Township

Resolution #2023-74 Sept 2023
v Hardwick Township

Resolution #2023-63 Oct 2023
V' Blairstown Township

Resolution #2023-101 Nov 2023

2023 - The Lower Delaware Wild & Scenic River
Expansion Study included the Paulins Kill’s

Local Organization Support:

SNEN

SNENENENENEN

Foodshed Alliance & Paulins Kill Watershed Community
The Nature Conservancy

Paulins Kill Valley Trail Committee

Ridge and Valley Conservancy

NJ Highlands Coalition

Appalachian Mountain Club - Mohican Outdoor Center
The Land Conservancy of New Jersey

New Jersey Sierra Club & Skylands Group


https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:2991247d-32ce-41de-87fa-c4938f52453f
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:5b0d7606-bfca-4f7c-a113-fa878266a5ea
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:ff57b6fc-727e-41c8-84bc-c851242e122e

The Paulins Kill appears to qualify for its

OWN FULL Wild & Scenic River Study

V' Local Community Support
V' Good Water Quality & Free Flowing

v/ Multiple Outstandingly Remarkable Values (ORVs):

o NJDEP C1 protected trout producing quality waters

O  Aquifer quality and temperature to support trout habitat

o NJDEP Kittatinny State Park managed Historic &
Recreational Paulins Kill Valley Trail

O  Habitat for, and known presence of, multiple state and

tederal threatened and endangered plants and animals
o0  Unique state recognized geological features
O  Multiple National Register of Historic Places

Listed & Eligible Districts and Properties

V' 501c3 in place - The Foodshed Alliance has the

proven mission commitment, ability, and qualifications to lead the
Paulins Kill Wild & Scenic River Pro
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What do towns and organizations say so far?

Knowlton - Passed support Res. 2024-98 on 11/18/2024

Blairstown - Passed support Res. 2024-12 on 12/26/2024

Hardwick - Passed support Res. 2024-76 on 12/18/2024

The Land Conservancy of New Jersey - Letter of Support on 2/23/2025
Frelinghuysen - Passed support Res. 2025-26 on 2/19/2025

Warren County Commissioners Passed Support Res. 288-25 on 5/28/2025
Stillwater - TBD

Hampton - TBD

Paulins Kill Wild and
Scenic River Project
| Reconnaissance Phase Map N

Wwaren County

Frankford - TBD

Branchville - TBD

Lafayette - TBD

Sparta - TBD

Andover - TBD

Newton - TBD

Fredon - TBD

Sussex County Commissioners - TBD


https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:8f555fbd-ca73-49db-8fb3-fd03da412b90
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:8b01a125-8d62-40be-8cd1-f0007fc436b3
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:44845d03-f4a1-4e54-a18c-1c955808c0ed
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:44845d03-f4a1-4e54-a18c-1c955808c0ed
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:44845d03-f4a1-4e54-a18c-1c955808c0ed
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:8ceb6471-bcfc-462c-a608-d2af944d167b
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:8ceb6471-bcfc-462c-a608-d2af944d167b
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:us:23f61f15-e202-4fdf-8a0e-846db841038b
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:us:23f61f15-e202-4fdf-8a0e-846db841038b
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:us:23f61f15-e202-4fdf-8a0e-846db841038b
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:f953b109-8ed1-4c81-9ac7-a971fe876cb5

Possible Paulins Kill WSR Project Timeline

2024-26 2026 2027-30 2030 2031 2032

Discussions with Wild and Scenic Agency conducts

lead agency Study Requested study

Agency provides
findings to
Congress

Congress passes River is
designation law designated

2024-26 - Evaluate and document potential eligibility and suitability - resolutions and letters

2026 - Congressional Reps use resolutions and letters to seek a Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic River Study Bill
2027-30 - Federally funded Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic River Study which requires:

v

LANN LA

Completion within 3 years

Cooperative agreement with a 501c3 to pass through the study funding - The Foodshed Alliance has accepted this role.
A Local Study Committee be formed with representation from municipal, county, state, organizations and other local
entities

Management Plan to be developed by the Study Committee

NPS prepares a Feasibility Study Report documenting eligibility and suitability

Protections - potential NPS review of federal projects to minimize potential impact to free-flow, water quality, and ORVs
that might disqualify from WSR

2030 - NPS and the Department of Interior present the Paulins Kill WSR Feasibility Study Report to congress

for Wild and Scenic designation consideration.

2031 - Congressional Reps introduces the Paulins Kill WSR Designation Bill and it moves through committees

to be approved by Congress, Senate, and the President.

2032 - The Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic Rivers Act is attached to a bill and becomes law.
2032 - Annual funding begins, passed through the Department of Interior, to the National Park Service, to our

501c3, to be managed by the PKWSR Management Council, to act on the Management Plan, to protect
and enhance the ORVs that enabled the PK to be designated for present and future generations



Paulins Kill WSR Project Next Steps

Agency provides
findings to
Congress

Discussions with
lead agency

Wild and Scenic Agency conducts
Study Requested study

Congress passes River is
designation law designated

Required if you wish to support now:
v/ Provide a record of suppott - we provide a draft sample
resolution or support letter for edits and approval

v/ Provide a contact - we will keep you updated

Upon the completion of this phase we will report our findings so

we can discuss next steps.

FOODSHED ) ) . :
ALLIiANCE National Wild and Scnic River Program: www.rivers.gov

Foodshed Alliance: www.foodshedalliance.org

Paulins Kill Watershed Community: www.paulinskillwatershed.org

Contact Tara Mezzanotte: tara@foodshedalliance.org



http://www.rivers.gov
http://www.foodshedalliance.org
http://www.paulinskillwatershed.org
mailto:tara@foodshedalliance.org
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