
145 Spring Street, Suite D
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September 4, 2025


Foodshed Alliance

Attn: Mrs. Tara Mezzanotte

PO Box 53

Hope, NJ 07844


To Whom it May Concern,


Ridge and Valley Conservancy appreciates the opportunity to partner with The Foodshed Alliance and 
others exploring whether the Paulins Kill and its tributaries are eligible and suitable for inclusion in the 
Partnership National Wild and Scenic River Program.

We are grateful for the chance to share information about the lands within the Paulins Kill Watershed 
that we are proud to steward. We hope that the details provided—highlighting the significant 
ecological values of these resources and our commitment to their protection—will help demonstrate 
both existing eligibility and suitability necessary to advance a Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic River Study 
Bill.


• Hemlock Ridge and Ravine Preserve – 165 acres in Blairstown Township.  Hemlock Ridge 
was acquired by purchase in 2009 using grants from the Warren County Open Space Trust 
Fund, the Garden State Preservation Trust (GSPT), and Blairstown Township. Hemlock Ravine 
was added to the preserve in 2018, with funding assistance from the GSPT and Blairstown 
Township.  Hemlock Ridge and Ravine is a predominantly dense, mixed-deciduous hardwood 
forest containing large stands of Eastern hemlock - a species that has been in steep decline 
due to the woolly adelgid aphid and other pathogens, but that is showing an encouraging 
capacity for regeneration at this preserve. Rocky limestone outcrops on Hemlock Ridge 
provide a dramatic view of the Paulinskill Valley, and in the steep ravine a dramatic stretch of 
Yards Creek - a New Jersey State Category One stream feeding the Paulinskill Kill - runs north 
to south. Three feeder tributaries, two entering from the west and one from the east, feed Yards 
Creek at various points, creating beautiful confluences overlooked by steep banks. In the 
spring, a bounty of lovely native ephemerals can be seen in flow along these banks.


• Birch Ridge Ravine – 34 acres in Hardwick Township.  The landowners of the adjoining 
Lightning Bug Hollow sold these 34 acres bordering the hemlock-lined ravine to RVC and 
Hardwick Township in 2015.  Birch Ridge Ravine is a scenic, deep-sided ravine through which 
feeder tributaries to Blair Creek tumble dramatically. Bold, mossy rock outcrops of shale and 
sandstone, a mature forest of hardwoods mixed with hemlocks and white pines, and numerous 
stream crossings treat hikers of this preserve to a very special experience.


• Lightening Bug Hollow Preserve – 142 acres in Hardwick Township.  The conservation 
easement on the Lightning Bug Hollow Preserve was purchased in partnership with Hardwick 
Township. The township co-holds the easement with RVC, to provide greater assurance of 
long-term protection. The landowners sold the easement at a considerable bargain sale and 
provided a donation to help steward the property in the future.  The Lightning Bug Hollow 
Preserve is privately owned and covered entirely by a conservation easement that precludes 
future development. There is no public hiking on the preserve, but a trail is provided on the 
Birch Ridge Ravine, which was purchased from the landowners - Chris  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Hepburn and Ken Martin - at the same time. Lightning Bug Hollow provides a forested buffer to 
Blair Creek, known locally as Slabtown Creek. The property has dramatic, moss-covered 
sandstone outcrops and provides habitat for woodland songbirds, large mammals, raptors, 
woodpeckers, and other deep woods species. Lightning Bug Hollow is part of a large 
greenway that includes RVC's Sunset Ridge Preserve to the south and Camp Mason to the 
west.


• Beach Ridge Preserve – 64 acres in Blairstown Township.  Beech Ridge was acquired by 
purchase in 2003 using grants from the Warren County Open Space Trust Fund, the Garden 
State Preservation Trust, and the New Jersey Conservation Foundation.  Beach Ridge Preserve 
sits at the headwaters of Belcher Creek, and hosts a mature deciduous hardwood forest with a 
large assemblage of mature and sapling American beech on sunny, south-facing slopes. 
Numerous mature oak and tulip poplar dominate the higher canopy, with evergreens including 
Eastern red cedar and hemlock. Several springs emerge from the preserve’s uplands, feeding 
wetlands and headwater streams. The wetlands are dominated by pin oak, green ash, red 
maple, and swamp white oak. A marshland dominated by red maple, willow, and hummock 
sedges bounds the southern edge of the preserve, in which native ephemerals such as trout 
lily, mayapple, addersmouth, spring beauty, and dwarf ginseng can be seen in the springtime. 
Black bear and gray fox frequent this area as well as pileated woodpeckers, turkey, and other 
forest birds.


• Limestone Ridge Preserve – 97 acres in Blairstown Township.  Limestone Ridge Preserve 
was acquired in 2014 through a property exchange with NJDEP. Prior to that, since 2002, RVC 
managed all stewardship activities on the preserve under an agreement with NJDEP. The 
preserve is a forested tract of land immediately south of the Paulinskill, and hosts various 
deciduous and evergreen species, dominated on the north by hemlocks. Large tulip poplars, 
successional black birch, and mature oak, hickory and maple trees are present.  A perennial 
stream flows within a deep ravine on the eastern end of the property.  The topography 
throughout is the characteristic “pinnacle and trough” found in areas underlain by limestone 
within the Kittatinny Valley, wherein resistant strata of limestone stand out in bold relief while 
less resistant beds weather into narrow trough-like alleys.  The western edge of the preserve is 
bounded by a steep escarpment that exposes the carbonate bedrock.  Another steep 
escarpment is found on the northern side facing the Paulinskill. A third escarpment bounds the 
stream valley in the eastern part of the preserve. Wetlands make up a minor part of the 
preserve and are found principally along the northwestern edge along Hope Road.


• Blair Creek Preserve- 526 acres in Stillwater and Hardwick Townships. The preserve was 
acquired by purchase from Blair Academy in 2004, using grants from the Warren County Open 
Space Trust Fund, the Garden State Preservation Trust, and Hardwick Township. RVC co-owns 
the property with the New Jersey Natural Lands Trust and The Nature Conservancy.   The 
preserve is part of a 12,100-acre contiguous forest along Kittatinny Mountain.  It has significant 
conservation value for species requiring interior forest habitat. Large mammals such as bobcat, 
black bear, red fox, gray fox, and coyote can be found in this forested area. Wood turtles have 
been observed on the site. The site provides nesting habitat for migrating Neotropical birds 
including cerulean warbler, wood thrush, Northern parula, and magnolia warbler, as well as 
several accipiters such as Northern goshawk, sharp-shinned hawk, red-shouldered hawk, and 
broad-winged hawk, and owls, such as the Barred owl. The Preserve may provide feeding 
areas for timber rattlesnakes. Fairview Lake and Blair Creek provide habitat and resources. A 
wide variety of native plants – including a variety of ferns, asters, sedges, grasses, and orchids 
– are found on the forest floor, wetlands, and stream corridor.  Vernal pools throughout the 
preserve provide spawning for native amphibians and reptiles. 
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• Millbrook Seeps Preserve - 36 acres in Hardwick Township.  The preserve was acquired by 
RVC in 2023 through partnership funding with the New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection’s Green Acres Program, The Nature Conservancy, The Land Conservancy of New 
Jersey, and the Open Space Institute.  This preserve is named after the many forest seeps 
found throughout the landscape. A forest seep occurs where groundwater breaks through a 
low area and discharges into a hardwood forest. This forest seep habitat supports a diverse 
array of flora and fauna with several species of amphibians including Spotted and Jefferson 
salamanders. Many types of ferns and mosses thrive in the area and the property supports a 
robust oak-hickory forest that is home to many bird and mammal species. Millbrook Seeps 
Preserve is a target property in the Blair Creek to White Lake Corridor and is an important 
parcel in the climate and wildlife corridor along the Kittatinny Ridge known as Bobcat Alley. 


• Bobcat Ridge Preserve – 84 acres in Hardwick Township. The property was purchased in 
2018 from Maureen Raisch, who was motivated to protect the land based on the vision and 
wishes of her late husband Clifford Raisch. The project was funded by the New Jersey Green 
Acres Program, private donations to The Nature Conservancy, a grant from Victoria 
Foundation, and a grant from the Warren County Board of Freeholders. The Nature 
Conservancy led the negotiations with Mrs. Raisch and provided a generous stewardship 
donation for the long-term care of the property. RVC owns and manages the property.  The 
property lies within the heart of RVC’s Bobcat Corridor and TNC’s similar Bobcat Alley project 
areas. These projects are intended to set aside upland forests near Kittatinny Mountain that 
provide foraging areas for bobcat. Bobcat are known to den in the rockfalls at the base of the 
mountain and range up to 20 miles in search of food and mates. The Bobcat Ridge property is 
the highest topographic point east of Kittatinny Mountain in Hardwick Township, offering views 
of the mountain to the west. Rock walls are testimony to its past farming history.


• Spring Valley Preserve – 26 acres in Hardwick Township. Spring Valley Preserve was acquired 
by purchase in 2004 using grants from the Warren County Open Space Trust Fund, the Garden 
State Preservation Trust, and Hardwick Township.  The preserve’s characteristic features 
include a large sinkhole pond that functions as an active vernal pool for amphibians, and its 
associated wetlands and marsh. The pond drains underground, recharging the aquifer. This 
groundwater flows to the west and emerges on the surface as springs feeding another pond 
near Slabtown Creek, thus the name Spring Valley. There is no perennial surface drainage 
entering or leaving the pond, as is characteristic of what is known as “karst” drainage, which 
occurs in limestone terrains over much of Hardwick. The pond hosts nesting grebes, water 
snakes, salamanders, warblers, and a variety of flowering plants that thrive in the calcareous 
fen (wetland) and sinkhole pond setting. Bullfrogs are prolific in the marsh. 


• Gnome Hollow Preserve – 132 acres in Frelinghuysen.  Gnome Hollow Preserve was acquired 
in 2010 through transfer/donation of title from Kids Corp. II and The Trust for Public Land.  A 
grant from the Warren County Open Space Trust Fund was used to fund the project.  Gnome 
Hollow is primarily deciduous hardwood forest, but it contains a small former Christmas tree 
farm. The property has a mix of native hardwoods, including mature oak and black birch, 
hickory, and emerging sugar maple. These dense stands of forest are important habitat for 
migrating songbirds and large mammals, such as black bear and bobcat. The mix of 
evergreens and hardwoods makes for suitable owl habitat as well. Several large vernal pools, 
which flood in spring then drain in summer, are found throughout the forest. These pools are 
important habitat for reptiles and amphibians, which can breed in them without having fish eat 
their eggs. The vernal pools are also important recharge areas for the aquifers. Ground water 
seeps into the forest floor in these pool areas, and then gradually flows through the bedrock to 
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streams, wetlands, and the Paulinskill River.  Protection of the forest helps to protect the 
Paulinskill Watershed.


• Cedar Ridge Preserve – 131 acres in Stillwater Township.  Cedar Ridge Preserve was sold by 
landowners Richard Kelsky and Elenora Benz to The Nature Conservancy in 2023 through the 
NJDEP Green Acres Program. The Nature Conservancy transferred those titles to Ridge and 
Valley Conservancy on November 11, 2023. A portion of the preserve is a Natural Heritage 
Priority Site: Stillwater Ridge whose primary boundary includes globally imperiled natural 
community and five rare plants. The secondary boundary includes upland buffer and local 
watershed. A distinct feature of Cedar Ridge Preserve is the dramatic limestone cliffs that 
plunge throughout the parcel. The outcrops swaddled in moss welcome visitors to the preserve 
and follow them up through the main trail. A vast array of native ferns and wildflowers cluster 
throughout the land. Visitors will encounter an assortment of conifers in the dense forest, 
including eastern hemlock, white pine, red cedar, and Norway spruce. Deciduous trees include 
a variety of oak trees, with additional varieties including dogwood, white ash, hop hornbeam, 
and red maple.  Cedar Ridge Preserve is a critical addition to protecting species in the habitat 
corridor known as “Bobcat Alley.”


• Pine Pond Preserve – 28 acres in Frankford Township.  Pine Pond Preserve was acquired in 
2013, in partnership with Frankford Township. Frankford then transferred full fee interest to 
RVC. Grants from the Garden State Preservation Trust and Conservation Resources, Inc. were 
used for the project. The preserve is located wholly within the Natural Heritage Priority Site: 
Branchville which notes two known occurrences for critically imperiled plants. The preserve’s 
primary features are Pine Pond (a large sinkhole pond), a dramatic limestone cliff, and a mature 
Canadian hemlock forest. The pond recharges the limestone aquifer, which flows directly to the 
Paulinskill where the federally endangered Dwarf Wedge Mussel is found. Pine Pond Preserve 
abuts The Land Conservancy of New Jersey’s preserved Bain Farm. There are no public trails 
on the property, due to the many sensitive species found there.


The Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic River Project aligns perfectly with our mission: As an accredited land 
trust that, in cooperation with strategic partners, permanently protects and stewards land in 
northwestern New Jersey for the benefit of natural communities.  

Having reviewed legislation for other Partnership Wild and Scenic Rivers as found at: Wild & Scenic 
Rivers Legislation | Rivers.gov (https://www.rivers.gov/legislation), it brings comfort to know the 
Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic Rivers Act may contain additional language that assures the federal 
government cannot acquire land we own, or have contributed to, through condemnation , and 1

that other private landowners in the watershed enjoy the same assurances. Equally comforting is the 
knowledge that the act shall reiterate that existing local and state laws do not change, and no 
new damn can be built along Wild and Scenic Rivers.


We have reviewed the National Park Service (NPS) publication: "Partnership Wild and Scenic River - A 
Primer", which explains that for any segment of a river and tributary to be designated as a Wild and 
Scenic River ("WSR") it must meet the following requirements:


 The Farmington Wild and Scenic River System Act: h9ps://www.rivers.gov/sites/rivers/files/2022-10/Public%20Law%20103-313.pdf  Pg. 2-3 SEC. 4 1

MANAGEMENT (d) LAND MANAGEMENT.-The zoning ordinances duly adopted by the towns of Hartland, Barkhamsted, New HarXord, and Canton, 
ConnecYcut, including the "river protecYon overlay districts" in effect on the date of enactment of this Act, shall be deemed to saYsfy the standards and 
requirements of secYon 6(c) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. For the purpose of secYon 6(c), such towns shall be deemed "villages" and the provisions of 
that secYon, which prohibit Federal acquisiYon of lands by condemnaYon, shall apply to the segment designated by secYon 3.
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1. Be "free-flowing," which means it must exist or flow "in a natural condition without 
impoundment, diversion, straightening, rip-rapping, or other modification of the waterway." 
However, "the existence of low dams, diversion works, or other minor structures at the time any 
river is proposed for inclusion ... shall not automatically bar its consideration".


2. Have at least one ORV: outstandingly remarkable scenic, recreational, geologic, fish and 
wildlife, historic, cultural or other similar values (ORVs) that are located in the river or proximity, 
contribute to the functioning of the river ecosystem, and/ or owe their location or existence to 
the presence of the river.


3. Have local support to:  create a Management Council usually comprised of local municipal, 
conservation organizations, county and state partner representatives with a non-voting national 
partner representatives liaison responsible to create a Memorandum of Understanding, and to 
develop and implement the River Management Plan. 


4. Have Municipal support endorsement, usually expressed by a resolution of the municipal 
governing body after the congressionally approved Wild and Scenic Study is complete. 


5. A 501(c)(3) organization, that can establish a cooperative agreement with the National Park 
Service to pass through funds appropriated annually for the Partnership Wild and Scenic River 
Program.


It is understood, as explained by the Project Team, that this is a multi-year educational community 
partnership process, that at this time includes the following plans:


1. Each municipality and support organization will receive the results of the renaissance outreach 
effort and be invited to consider providing a second document supporting a Paulins Kill Wild 
and Scenic River Study Bill.


2. The complete results of the municipal support resolution and organization letter collection 
portion of the outreach efforts, which will include the reconnaissance AND study bill support 
resolutions and letter, shall be presented to each county and their state representatives 
seeking support for a Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic River Study Bill. 


3. A final package that combines all the support documents shall be provided to our 
Congressional Representatives for the next steps.


4. If the Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic River Study Bill is signed into law, it would appropriate 
federal funds to establish a Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic River Task Force/Management 
Council to develop a Paulins Kill Management Plan, review and finalize eligibility and suitability 
requirements, and develop a formal Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic River Study Report that must 
be completed within three years.


5. The Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic River Study Report is required as the final step before our 
congressional representatives can seek an amendment to the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, that 
would establish the Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic Rivers Act designating the eligible and 
suitable segments of the Paulins Kill and associated tributaries as part of the National Wild 
and Scenic River System.


Ridge and Valley Conservancy supports the reconnaissance phase of the Paulins Kill National Wild 
and Scenic River Project, as described herein, with the goal of seeking a full Congressional Paulins Kill 
Wild and Scenic Study Bill. We look forward to assisting in advancing the project toward full National 
Wild and Scenic designation.


Sincerely,


Susi Tilley, Executive Director

Ridgea and Valley Conservancy
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