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February 13, 2025 
 
The Land Conservancy of New Jersey appreciates this opportunity to partner with The Foodshed 
Alliance, the Paulins Kill Watershed community, other organizations, and local municipalities to support 
their efforts to determine if the Paulins Kill and its associated tributaries are eligible and suitable for 
inclusion in the Partnership National Wild and Scenic River Program. This project aligns with our 
mission to preserve, restore, and care for land and water resources, inspiring and empowering 
individuals and communities to protect open space. 
 
We are a proud landowner in the Paulins Kill watershed. Our 300+ acre Yards Creek Preserve is located 
near the Appalachian Trail and Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area. It is an ambitious 
conservation effort to protect drinking water in the Delaware River Basin, which 15 million people rely 
on—including the cities of Trenton, Philadelphia, Wilmington, and New York City This richly diverse 
land is a mix of mature forest and wetlands, home to wood turtles, a significant amphibian population, 
and many species of mammals including black bears and endangered northern long-eared bats. Our 
Stewardship Team has already begun establishing trails, removing invasives, planting native trees, 
removing culverts and enhancing the wetlands, establishing stream crossings, and creating a parking area. 
We have also established a stewardship endowment to support future restorations. 

 
We understand that this is a multi-year educational community partnership process that, at this time, 
includes the following plans: 
 

1) Encourage local municipalities to pass a resolution supporting a Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic 
River Study Bill. 

2) Encourage each county and their state representatives to support a Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic 
River Study Bill.  

3) Submit these supporting documents to our Congressional Representatives. 
4) If the Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic River Study Bill is signed into law, support the establishment of 

a Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic River Task Force/Management Council to develop a Paulins Kill 
Management Plan and develop a National Park Service (NPS) Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic River 
Study Report. 

5) The completion of this report would support an amendment to the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act that 
would establish the Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic Rivers Act designating the eligible and suitable 
segments of the Paulins Kill and associated tributaries as part of the National Wild and Scenic 
River System. 

 
The Land Conservancy of New Jersey supports the Paulins Kill National Wild and Scenic River Project 
as described herein with the goal of seeking a full Congressional Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic Study Bill 
and looks forward to assisting to advance the project toward full National Wild and Scenic designation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Barbara Heskins Davis, PP, AICP 
Vice President Programs 


