THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF THE COUNTY OF WARREN
Wayne Dumont, Jr. Administration Building
165 County Route 519, South
Belvidere, NJ 07823

RESOLUTION 288-25

On a motion by James Kern III, seconded by Lori Ciesla, the following resolution was adopted by the
Board of County Commissicners of the County of Warren at a meeting held May 28, 2025,

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE FOODSHED ALLIANCE'S PAULINS
KILL NATIONAL WILD AND SCENIC RIVER RECONNAISSANCE
STUDY

WHEREAS, sixteen (16) miles of the thirty-one (31) miles Paulins Kill flow through Hardwick,
Frelinghuysen, Blairstown and Knowlton Townships in Warren County; and

WHEREAS, the Foodshed Alliance is a 501(c)(3) organization has a commitment to foster a healthy,
resilient foodshed that supports farmers, nourishes people, respects the land, and strengthens

communities; and

WHERKEAS, in 2023, the Lower Delaware Wild and Scenic River Expansion Project Team (the "Project
Team") in partnership with the Foodshed Alliance and their Paulins Kill Watershed Community, began
evaluating potential Wild and Scenic River eligibility and suitability for the Paulins Kill, the second
largest tributary to the Lower Delaware National Wild and Scenic River, to be potentially included in the
existing Lower Delaware Wild and Scenic River Designation; and

WHEREAS, the Project Team researched Warren County's Paulins Kill resources and identified
potential Outstandingly Remarkable Values (ORVs) (as defined in the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act) in the
Knowlton, Blairstown and Hardwick Paulins Kill Segment to include trout production waters, historic
and recreational features such as the Blairstown Historic District and Paulinskill Valley Trail, habitat for
federal threatened and endangered species, high ecological and unique geological features; and

WHEREAS, in January 2024, with support of the Project Team, the Foodshed Alliance announced its
intention to initiate the reconnaissance process to pursue full independent National Wild and Scenic River
designation for the entire Paulins Kill and its associated tributaries; and

WHEREAS, this effort aims to protect and enhance the unique values of the Paulins Kill and associated
tributaries, as well as to provide local communities with the many benefits that such national recognition

and designation can offer; and

WHEREAS, the National Park Service (NPS) publication: “Partnership Wild and Scenic River — A
Primer”, explains that a designated Wild and Scenic River (“WSR”) must meet the following

requirements:

1. Be free-flowing.
2. Have at least one ORV: outstandingly remarkabie scenic, recreational, geologic, fish and

wildlife, historic, cultural or other similar values (ORVs) that are located in the river or on its
shore lands, contribute to the functioning of the river ecosystem, and/or owe their location or
existence to the presence of the river.

3. Local support to create a local Management Council usually comprised of local municipal,
county and state partner representatives with a national partner liaison responsible to create a



Memorandum of Understanding, and to develop and implement the Comprehensive

Management Plan.

4. Local support for the designation, as expressed by a municipal resolution of the municipal
governing body.

5. A 501(c)(3) organization, such as the Foodshed Alliance, that can establish a cooperative
agreement with the NPS to pass through funds appropriated annually for the Partnership Wild

and Scenic River Program; and

WHEREAS, Partnership WSR designation does not allow for federal land acquisition, cannot change
local zoning ordinances and state laws, and cannot extinguish existing landowner rights; and

WHEREAS, The Land Conservancy of New Jersey and all four Warren County Paulins Kill
municipalities have expressed support for the project as per Knowlton Township Res# 2024-98, Blairstow
Township Res#2024-115, Hardwick Township Res#2024-76, Frelinghuysen Township Res# 2025-26; and

WHEREAS, it is understood, as explained by the Project Team, that this is a multi-year educational
community partnership process, that at this time includes the following plans:

1. The final results of the municipal resolution reconnaissance support outreach effort phase will be
shared with each municipality to consider a second resolution, one that demonstrates support for
seeking a Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic River Study Bill.

2. The complete results of the municipal resolution outreach efforts, which will include the
reconnaissance AND study bill support resolutions, shall be presented to each county and their
state representatives seeking support for a Paulins Kill Wiid and Scenic River Study Bill.

3. A final package that combines the support resolutions and legislator letters shall be provided to

our Congressional Representatives for the next steps.
4. Tf the Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic River Study Bill is signed into law, it would appropriate

federal funds to establish a Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic River Task Force/Management Council

to develop a Paulins Kill Management Plan, review and finalize eligibility and suitability

requirements, and develop a formal NPS Paulins Kili Wild and Scenic River Study Report that

must be completed within three years.

5. The NPS Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic River Study Report is required for congressional

representatives to seek an amendment to the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, that would establish the
Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic Rivers Act designating the eligible and suitable segments of the
Paulins Kill and associated tributaries as part of the National Wild and Scenic River System.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Warren County Board of County Commissioners,
supports the reconnaissance phase of the Paulins Kill National Wild and Scenic River Project as described
herein with the goal of seeking a full Congressional Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic Study Bill.

RECORDED VOTE: James Kern I1I, Lori Ciesla, Jason Sarnoski: yes

I hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Board of County
Commissioners of the County of Warren on the date above mentioned.

, Clerk




