
Paulins Kill Partnership Wild and Scenic 
River Project 

Frequently Asked Questions 

1.​ Where can I view National Wild and Scenic Rivers Program information that 
answers: 
❖​ What is a National Wild and Scenic River?  

The National Wild & Scenic Rivers System | Rivers.gov 
❖​ What is a "Partnership" National Wild and Scenic River? 

 Partnership Wild and Scenic Rivers - A Primer 
❖​ How are Wild and Scenic Rivers Designated?  

How Rivers Are Designated | Rivers.gov 
❖​ What does the original 1968 Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and all the 

amendments adding additional rivers say?  
Wild & Scenic Rivers Legislation | Rivers.gov 

 

2.​ What are the three phases for the Paulins Kill to become designated in the 
Wild and Scenic River Program? 
❖​ Reconnaissance/Evaluation Phase - a Foodshed Alliance initiative to 

determine if the river might qualify for the formal National Park Service 
Wild and Scenic Study. 

❖​ Wild and Scenic Study Bill Phase - a congressionally - appropriated 
National Park Service Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic Study to determine if 
the river and tributaries are eligible and suitable for inclusion in the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Program and for the National Park Service to develop 
recommendations. 

❖​ Wild and Scenic Designation - the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act is 
amended adding the Paulins Kill segments and tributaries that were 
recommended as eligible and suitable, noting all the segments and 
tributaries that were studied, and noting what segments and tributaries 
that were deemed not eligible.  
 

https://www.rivers.gov/about
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:42b31965-21d8-4508-b46d-b1b42e34473e
https://www.rivers.gov/designation
https://www.rivers.gov/rivers/apps/legislation


3.​ What can be expected during the Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic River Project 
Reconnaissance Phase: 
❖​ The project is introduced to municipalities, counties and organizations and 

support is solicited. Baseline local support, eligibility, and other suitability 
data is identified and recorded. 

❖​ Municipalities, counties, and organizations partner in this process and 
allow this experience to help determine the level of support for each next 
phase. 

❖​ Support documents necessary to seek Congressional support for a formal 
Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic River Study are created. 
 

4.​ If our Congressional Representatives are successful in securing a Paulins 
Kill Wild and Scenic River Study Bill, then what is the study process? 

❖​ The study is federally funded and must be completed within 3 years.  
❖​ A cooperative agreement with a 501c3 is required to pass through the 

study funding - The Foodshed Alliance has accepted this role.  
❖​ A local Study Committee will be formed with optional representation 

from municipalities, counties and organizations to complete the required 
outreach, formal determination of eligibility and suitability, and to 
develop the Management Plan.  

❖​ The National Park Service helps and guides us and assists with the 
preparation of a Paulins Kill Study Report documenting the findings and 
final recommendations.   

 

5.​ Are the members of the Study Committee paid by the funding or are they 
volunteers? 

❖​ Study Committee members are volunteers and study funds are not used 
to reimburse participants for their time 

 

6.​ What are the Eligibility & Suitability Requirements for WSR Designation? 
❖​ Eligibility Criteria: 

➢​ Must be free-flowing and remain so 
➢​  Must have Outstandingly Remarkable Values such as scenic, 

recreational, ecological, or historic importance that are unique at 
the national, regional or state level 

❖​ Suitability Considerations: 



➢​ Should the river’s free-flow, water quality, and Outstandingly 
Remarkable Values be protected? 

➢​ Is Wild and Scenic designation the best method for protection? 
➢​ Is there local support and commitment from community and 

non-federal entities? 
 

7.​ If designated, how are private, non-profit, municipal, county and state 
landowners protected? 

The Partnership Wild and Scenic river model was created specifically for rivers 
flowing through non-federal lands to eliminate threats and impositions: 

❖​ No new permits or rules 
❖​ Legislation states no eminent domain/condemnation 
❖​ Legislation requires private property rights, local zoning and state laws 

to remain unchanged 
❖​ Local control: Legislation also requires that a local Management 

Council, with representation from every municipality, county and 
organization, oversees decisions, funding, and conservation efforts 

 

8.​ What exactly does legislation say about these protected property rights:  

 As found at: https://www.rivers.gov/legislation  
❖​ The 1968 Wild and Scenic Rivers Act Section 6(c) states: “Neither the 

Secretary of the Interior nor the Secretary of Agriculture may acquire 
lands by condemnation, for the purpose of including such land for any 
national wild, scenic or recreational river area, if such lands are located 
within any incorporated city, village, or borough which has in force and 
applicable to such lands a duly adopted, valid zoning ordinance that 
conforms with the purposes of this Act.” 

❖​ Each subsequent Partnership Wild and Scenic River designation 
legislation may include specific language important to local 
communities, such as found in The Lower Delaware Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act: “SEC. 7. STATE REQUIREMENTS. State and local zoning 
laws and ordinances, in effect on the date of the enactment of this Act, 
shall be considered to satisfy the standards and requirements under 
section 6(c) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1277(c)) with 
respect to the segment designated by the amendment made by section 
3.” 

https://www.rivers.gov/legislation
https://www.rivers.gov/sites/rivers/files/2022-10/Public%20Law%2090-542.pdf
https://www.rivers.gov/sites/rivers/files/2022-10/Public%20Law%20106-418.pdf
https://www.rivers.gov/sites/rivers/files/2022-10/Public%20Law%20106-418.pdf


 

9.​ How long has the Partnership Model been in existence?  
❖​ Since 1992 - The Great Egg Harbor in NJ was the first. 

 

10.​What other rivers in New Jersey are in the National Wild and Scenic River 
Program? 

❖​ Middle Delaware (1972) – A NPS Unit, not a “Partnership” since it flows 
through federally owned land 

❖​ Great Egg Harbor (1992) - Partnership 
❖​ Maurice River (1993) - Partnership 
❖​ Lower Delaware River (2000) - Partnership 
❖​ Musconetcong River (2006) – Partnership 

 

11.​What are some of the proven benefits of Partnership Wild and Scenic 
designation? 

❖​ Federal funding with local control: 
➢​ Annual budget from the Department of Interior/National Park 

Service to implement the Management Plan and cover the 
administrative costs to do so.  (Example $210,000 was allocated 
to each Partnership River for 2024-2025) 

➢​ Local Management Council which includes towns, counties, and 
organizations that makes all decisions 

➢​ The local community creates the Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic 
Management Plan which provides the agreed upon framework for 
supporting and enhancing free-flow condition, high water quality, 
and Outstandingly Remarkable Values 

❖​ Economic & community benefits include: 
➢​ National recognition enhancing local prestige  
➢​ Increased competitiveness for grants and funding 
➢​ Expanded access to grants, conservation resources, and funding 

opportunities 
➢​ Participating municipalities, countries and organizations are 

united by our Paulins Kill, and interacting related to the 
Management Plan which can enhance cross towns, organization 
and county relations, which can lead to other collaborative 
opportunities for all.  

❖​ National Park Service (NPS) partnership: 



➢​ A liaison and partner for guidance on Wild and Scenic River Act 
compliance  

➢​ Availability of other National Park Service resources 
➢​ Technical assistance and federal project oversight 

❖​ Potential for an increase in property values 
 

12.​What doesn’t a Partnership Wild and Scenic designation do? 
❖​ Does not put land under federal control  
❖​ Does not require public access to private land  
❖​ Does not force any changes in local land-use decision-making 
❖​ Does not create new federal permits or regulations 
❖​ Does not change any existing land uses   
❖​ Does not bar access to or use of the river or watershed lands  
❖​ Does not affect hunting and fishing laws  

 

13.​What financial or other obligations are required of towns, counties and 
organizations supporting river designation?  

❖​ No financial commitment is required or requested to be a member of the 
Management Council. However, contributions towards grants and other 
opportunities, as required in their rules, are permitted.  

❖​ Each town, county and organization supporting designation is required 
to appoint a member to serve the Management Council. 

❖​ How involved that Management Council member is depends on the 
townships level of interest and time availability. 

 

14.​How long might it take between the Study and the Paulins Kill Wild and 
Scenic River Act to become law? 

❖​ It depends on the appropriations process and how successful our 
representatives are in having the amendment attached to a bill. 

 

15.​How might the cuts to federal funding, federal agencies, and federal 
programs occurring early in 2025 affect this project? 

❖​ We do not know.   
❖​ In general, it is our belief that only an Act of Congress can amend the 

Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.  The Wild and Scenic Program is part of the 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.  Rivers designated are not going to be 



undesignated or the program abolished without Congress.  This has 
been a bipartisan gem of a program since 1968.  We would like to 
believe it shall continue on as such for many generations to come.  

❖​ Funding amounts are another story.  Funding is appropriated by 
Congress and in the past, it has been done so in five-year blocks. We 
hope it continues to enjoy significant financial support.   

 

16.​What are thoughts on the timeline for Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic River  
Project… (subject to change): 

❖​ 2024-2025: Gather resolutions, letters of support, and documentation 
for eligibility and suitability  

❖​ 2025-2026: Congressional Representatives introduce the Paulins Kill 
Wild and Scenic Study Bill 

❖​ 2026-2029: The federally funded Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic Study is 
developed  

❖​ 2029: The National Park Service submits the Paulins Kill Wild and 
Scenic Study Report to Congress. 

❖​ 2030-2031: Congress considers the Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic 
Designation Bill which is attached as an amendment to any other bill 
moving through the process. 

❖​ 2031: If passed, the Paulins Kill Wild and Scenic River bill becomes law. 
❖​ 2032: Annual funding begins, managed by the Paulins Kill Wild and 

Scenic River Management Council.  
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